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	NORTH WEST TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT TEAM: http://www.nwtdt.com/ 

HEALTH & LEARNING DISABILITIES NETWORK

MARCH 2009 NEWSLETTER


	HEALTH POLICY NEWS & BRIEFINGS & CONSULTATIONS

	NATIONAL DEMENTIA STRATEGY

The first ever National Dementia Strategy is a landmark document that will transform the quality of dementia care. It sets out initiatives designed to make the lives of people with dementia, their carers and families better and more fulfilled. DEMENTIA STRATEGY LINK
NATIONAL AUTISM STRATEGY – Watch this space!

Autism campaigners are claiming victory after care services minister Phil Hope announced a new national strategy and guidance for the condition. 

Mr Hope said a consultation on the strategy would begin in April, and the final document would be unveiled by the end of the year. 

He said: "Implementation will be driven regionally to make sure it makes a real difference to the local services used by children and adults with autism, their families and carers. 

"We will also fund research on the prevalence of autism in adults and develop good practice commissioning guidance for the NHS and local authorities."



	OUR NETWORK MEETINGS

	Our next network meeting is on Tuesday 26th May in Accrington.
Eric Emerson, Professor of Disability & Health Research, Institute for Health Research at  Lancaster University will talk about Research into Learning Disability.

Mersey Care NHS Trust will talk about Human Rights and Reasonable Adjustment
To reserve a place, please contact Catherine.webster@nwtdt.com
If you would like to host a Table Discussion before the meeting starts, contact Catherine by end of March & she will add this to the Agenda.

2009 REMAINING NETWORK MEETING DATES

Thursday 10th September – This will be a Green Light event – Mental Health Colleagues will be invited and John Boyington (SHA MH & LD lead) will attend.
Tuesday 24th November

NWTDT Health & Other Events are being planned from April 09 (Further Information, including Bookings from janet.cobb@nwtdt.com) Feel free to let Janet know topics you would like to see covered in 09. 


	HELP PLEASE!



	Moira Gallimore asks whether you know of any training being delivered to Learning Disability professionals around dementia care.  Please contact Moira direct on Moira.Gallimore@alwpct.nhs.uk
Calderstones is aiming to become the first Learning Disability Foundation Trust in the country. They would like the involvement of all service users, carers and groups which support and involve people with interests in services for people with a learning disability. They are seeking members of the public to join their Trust as members. LINK TO INFORMATION. Your involvement through membership will ensure you have a powerful voice in how Calderstones develops and delivers service in the future.


	OTHER NWTDT EVENTS 

please go to NWTDT website for booking forms etc

	I can, You can, We can – self directed support and mental capacity act - Jamie Hanson & Elaine Hardie - 23rd April 2009 

Human Rights and the needs of People with Learning Disabilities from Minority Communities – Bridget Fisher - 27th April 2009

Housing and Self Directed Support - Jamie Hanson – 5th June 2009 or 8th January 2010

The Time is Now - Self Directed Support  and Business Marketing for Social Care Providers – Jamie Hanson & Cath Titherington – 17th & 18th June

Self Directing within a Centrally Directed System – Jamie Hanson – 6th July 2009 or 8th March 2010.


	RESOURCES

	My Pregnancy, My Choice an easy read guide to being pregnant and giving birth. The book has hundreds of pictures and is written in clear, easy to understand English without any jargon. LINK TO GUIDE
The British Heart Foundation have produced  Live with a Healthy Heart  - a DVD and Booklet for people with learning disabilities. It will be in stock from Friday 20th March 2009 and available for order. LINK TO INFORMATION



	CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS, TRAINING & SEMINARS 

	Please find the web address for the new web site promoting the National Network of Learning Disability Nurses: http://www.nnldn.co.uk/
Here you will find all the details for this year’s National conference to be held in Cambridge.
The Call for Abstracts remains open; please send in your applications. (They only need to be 150 words at this stage).
Getting on with it – Practical ways to support the health of people with learning disabilities. Thursday 23rd April ORT House Conference Centre London. LINK TO INFORMATION
Making the move:  Transition from children’s to adult services for young people with learning disabilities
Wednesday 20 May 2009, ORT House Conference Centre, London. LINK TO INFORMATION
The Clear Thoughts project (www.clearthoughts.info) will be holding training days regarding mental health in learning disability at various locations across England in the next few months. The session is aimed a front line staff and their supervisors.  

Chorley - Lancs Wednesday 1st April  Final date for booking on the session will be Friday 13th March  

Sunderland  Monday 20th April  Final date for booking on the session will be Thursday 9th April  

New Forest Tuesday 28th April  Final date for booking on the session will be Friday 17th April  

Cheadle - Cheshire Tuesday 26th May  Final date for booking on the session will be Friday 15th May  


Items for inclusion in future newsletters – issued monthly – to Catherine.webster@nwtdt.com
There is a charge for job adverts         Next issue late April 2009.
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