NORTH WEST REGION

‘Good Practices in Learning Disability Nursing’

	Name of the Organisation
	Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale PCT

	Area of work
	Learning Disabilities

	Type of work or innovation described
	Developing a Dementia Clinic with Consultant Psychiatrist for People with Learning Disabilities.



	Why and How the good practice was established
	From the results of the baseline screening pilot using the DMR and ELSI (Everyday Living Skills Inventory) assessment tools it was highlighted that the reviews needed to continue to be proactive in diagnosing people in the early stages rather than the later stages of dementia.

The criteria expanded to include people with a learning disability who were 55 years plus and to date 40 people have accessed the baseline screening  (2 more received this week).

The pilot report was sent out across Rochdale and discussions were held within mental health services about the increase in numbers being referred to an already over capacitated service and lack of skills in working with people with learning disabilities.   

It was agreed that the Consultant Psychiatrist for people with learning disabilities in Rochdale would take on the referrals and develop a dementia clinic.

Meetings took place and the clinic was established in January 2007. The clinic takes place every Monday afternoon and has psychiatrist and a Learning Disabilities nurse in support. The LD nurse also visits the clients and completes dementia assessments using the DMR & ELSI tools, copies of these are retained at the clinic and referrals were needed to the clinic. There are now 9 people being seen in the clinic and 3 are prescribed Aricept. 

On the 27th March 2007 a presentation on the dementia clinic and the assessment tools used was presented to a regional meeting for psychiatrists within the North West area.          



	The Positive Outcomes

(Please include any evidence of this eg. Audit findings, publications or awards received)
	Audit re the dementia service currently being undertaken

Joint working with LD and mental health developed

40 plus people receiving a dementia service and these reviews reviewed at least every 12 months.

Information regarding clinic presented and networked to other services within and out of Learning Disabilities.



	E-mail contact
	Sharon.Dewhurst@hmrpct.nhs.uk



