NORTH WEST REGION

‘Good Practices in Learning Disability Nursing’

	Name of the Organisation
	Disability Service (Joint health & adult services)

	Area of work
	Bolton

	Type of work or innovation described
	A nurse led working group was established to develop a dementia pathway to ensure a consistent and high quality service for adults with dementia.  The pathway provides a clear working structure to ensure all adults who are aged 30+ and have a diagnosis of Down’s syndrome receive an annual screening.  This also ensures that if there is concern/suspected early onset dementia there is an existing comprehensive baseline assessment.


	Why and How the good practice was established
	We have received a number of referrals for individuals who had recently been diagnosed with dementia or where dementia was suspected and there was concern that the quality of service an individual received was dependent on the professionals involved; These included GPs, community nurses, other MDT staff and consultants.  We identified that a clear pathway would ensure consistent service and within this we were able to ensure that all adults known to services and who have a diagnosis of Down’s syndrome would be offered an annual screening.  This increases the likelihood of dementia being diagnosed at the earliest possible stage and therefore maximises the treatment options for each individual.


	The Positive Outcomes

(Please include any evidence of this eg. Audit findings, publications or awards received)
	Although the pathway is a recent development it is already being used to ensure a quality service is provided to all relevant service users.  The benefits of the pathway have been demonstrated as the process is clearer to all involved.
There will be an audit of the pathway after the initial implementation period.
The pathway also provides clarification of the roles and responsibilities of all involved.



	E-mail contact
	Linda.ashworth@bolton.gov.uk


