NORTH WEST REGION

‘Good Practices in Learning Disability Nursing’

	Name of the Organisation
	Heywood, Middleton and Rochdale PCT

	Area of work
	Learning Disabilities

	Type of work or innovation described
	Setting up Dementia Screening, pathway, training and working group. 



	Why and How the good practice was established
	Following visit to Burnley Psychology I took a lead on developing services within Rochdale, 7 other people expressed an interest in joining a working group in which I was the chair. From the group a pilot to look at baseline dementia screening was completed. 17 out of 20 people who were 35yrs plus and had Down’s Syndrome took part and 7 people were referred onto psychiatry for further assessments re dementia. 3 people are now prescribed Aricept.

As a result of the pilot a dementia care pathway was developed by myself (linking in and liasing with mental health / older people’s services). This pathway is now being used by G.P’s, LD services and psychiatry in Rochdale.

The working group membership has more than doubled in numbers and still growing. There are now members from all different LD services within the Rochdale Borough sharing good practise and knowledge.

 A Dementia Awareness Training package has been developed and disseminated to staffing groups who can then develop a person centred plan for the person they support. This has been taught to over 100 people at present. 



	The Positive Outcomes

(Please include any evidence of this eg. Audit findings, publications or awards received)
	Joint working across LD services within Rochdale

Links and contacts made to mental health, older people, acute, primary care and other LD services within North West, UK and abroad. 

The role of the Learning Disabilities Practitioner highlighted  

Report from baseline screening available (can email)

Baseline screening ongoing – 40 people currently

Lead Dementia Nurse for people with LD working across the borough 



	E-mail contact
	Sharon.Dewhurst@hmrpct.nhs.uk



