NORTH WEST REGION

‘Good Practices in Learning Disability Nursing’

	Name of the Organisation
	CHESHIRE AND WIRRAL PARTNERSHIP NHS TRUST

	Area of work
	COMMUNITY LEARNING DISABILITY TEAM – EAST CHESHIRE

	Type of work or innovation described
	‘Living with someone with dementia’ – 
Awareness sessions for clients who have learning disabilities



	Why and How the good practice was established
	This was identified through the ‘link nurse’ scheme as a need for a group of individuals with learning disabilities who were living with other tenants who have learning disabilities and a diagnosis of dementia.
Limited information is available about explaining dementia in a way that is accessible to people with learning disabilities, but is beginning to change (Kerr & Innes 2000; Dodd et al. 2002)

Aims and Objectives
· To consider and acknowledge the specific needs of people with learning disabilities who share their homes and lives with other people with learning disabilities who have dementia
· To provide an explanation of dementia in an accessible and meaningful way.
· To provide clients with an opportunity to discuss the effects of living with others who have dementia
· To provide the group with strategies/practical ways of helping the people they live with who have dementia
· Ongoing communication with staff supporting the group of individuals clients 


	The Positive Outcomes

(Please include any evidence of this eg. Audit findings, publications or awards received)
	Initial feedback/evaluations highlight the sessions have been well received and have had positive effects.

A further evaluation (at 6 months) with both clients and staff is to take place late June 2007. 
Positive comments have been received from the staff group supporting the group of participants, and report an eagerness to put strategies in place to help both themselves and the people they live with who have dementia


	E-mail contact
	adele.barber@cwpnt.nhs.uk


