NORTH WEST REGION

‘Good Practices in Learning Disability Nursing’

	Name of the Organisation
	University of Salford
Faculty of Health and Social Care



	Area of work
	Pre-registration programmes in Nursing and Social Work

	Type of work or innovation described
	BSc (Hons) in Professional Studies in Nursing and Social Work

(Learning Disabilities)


	Why and How the good practice was established
	Initially established in 1995 in partnership with the University of Manchester, the programme is now run within the Faculty of Health and Social Care at Salford University. The programme was originally established in response to the perceived threat to the status of the learning disability specialism in nursing, but also in recognition of the developing trend for joint working between health and social care agencies in the delivery of support to people with a learning disability and their carers.


	The Positive Outcomes

(Please include any evidence of this eg. Audit findings, publications or awards received)
	The programme has proved effective in producing practitioners who have the skills, knowledge, attitudes and values appropriate to the delivery of high quality and integrated care and support to people with a learning disability, addressing both their health and social care needs. 
Graduates emerge with professional qualifications in both learning disability nursing and social work and are highly employable with research demonstrating career pathways across the statutory and voluntary sectors. 
A recent inspection visit conducted by the Nursing and Midwifery council judged the programme to be outstanding and worthy of national dissemination in two of the key criteria, with all other criteria found to be good or satisfactory.

There is close and developing input into the programme from service users, carers and practice colleagues in order to strengthen still further the validity of the joint award of both a nursing and social work qualification.


	E-mail contact
	n.c.fagan@salford.ac.uk


