NORTH WEST REGION

‘Good Practices in Learning Disability Nursing’

	Name of the Organisation
	Community Children’s Nurse Specialist

 Learning  Disability Team


	Area of work
	We work with children from 0-19years, who have moderate to severe learning disabilities and live in Blackburn, Darwen, Hyndburn and the Ribble Valley.



	Type of work or innovation described
	We are a team of Registered Nurses in Learning Disabilities Team members have additional specialised training in the following areas.

· Behavioural approaches

· Continence

· Epilepsy

· Personal relationships and sexuality

· Children who sexually harm

· Therapeutic massage

· Teaching further education

· We enable children and their families to access mainstream or specialist services.

· We work with children on an individual basis or within a group.

· We work with children in their own homes or in other community setting e.g. schools.

· We work in partnership with other professionals to ensure maximum health and wellbeing.

· We offer education and training to other services.



	Why and How the good practice was established
	Practice

We follow The Framework set out by The Every Child Matters Document (NSF 2004)

Be Healthy

We complete a health needs assessment, hospital admissions and action plans, which includes general, sexual & mental health, continence, epilepsy, complementary therapies and healthy lifestyles.

Stay Safe

We support parents and carers to provide an appropriate level of care and management of their child’s individual emotional & behavioural needs, completing risks assessments where needed. We follow all local and national child protection policies and procedures. We also offer individuals work with children who display sexually harming behaviour.
Enjoy and Achieve

We support children in developing appropriate relationships, personal independence accessing sports and leisure. We work closely with teachers and school children providing 1-1 or joint group educational sessions on health promotion. Providing a link between Home, Nursery, School & Respite facilities. We support children and families during transition periods i.e. into adult services and other significant events.

Making a Positive Contribution

We offer practical support and advice in the management of children who present with behaviour problems including assessment and implementation of individual strategies. Developing self confidence, esteem and assertiveness.

Achieve Economic well-being

We offer assessment and implement an individual plan to increase independence, social skills. Liaising and working with adult services and signposting to appropriate services.



	The Positive Outcomes

(Please include any evidence of this eg. Audit findings, publications or awards received)
	

	E-mail contact
	Julie.charlesworth@eastlancspct.nhs.uk
Brendan.searson@eastlancspct.nhs.uk
Sylvia.searson@eastlancspct.nhs.uk
Sheila.roberts@eastlancspct.nhs.uk


